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Gulliver’s Travels:
Diversions of a Literary Kind

Gulliver’s Travels was written by Jonathan Swift during the years 1721 to 1725, and was
first published October 28, 1726 in London, England, as Travels into Several Remote Nations of
the World, written from the viewpoint of Mr. Lemuel Gulliver who was “first a surgeon, and
then a captain of several ships”. The book when first published by Mr. Benjamin Motte became
an instant literary success, selling out its first publishing run within the first week, and Swift’s
friend Mr. John Gay was quoted saying that it was, “universally read from the Cabinet-council to
the Nursery”. The book quickly entered popular folklore with its vivid descriptions of a make-
believe world. This book is considered by many the greatest parody of its time, and to a degree it
is, only if you are able to decipher the clues in the text. To decipher these clues takes the code-
breaking skills of a genius, or a machine like that of the German Enigma, due to his overly vivid
descriptions that mask his true thoughts.

The need to so carefully disguise his true identities of persons being targeted in this
satirical story is due to the time period and who he was insulting. In his accounts of travel, he
uses his characters to thinly veil his discontent for the common literary genre of travel stories at
the time, the rule of King George I, the Royal Society of sciences, and numerous other public
officials who he felt to be in disagreement with. At the time, with the Tory party in control of
Parliament; and one American Revolution just around the corner, nobody was in the mood to be
the target of a satirical reference, especially not in the hottest book on the press! In fact, Jonathan
Swift was so fearful of the possible retributions that he omitted his name on the original

publications, something that he had neglected to do on his earlier works of the ‘Irish Pamphlets’




[image: image2.jpg]causing him to get a warning from the government. All of these cleverly-phrased disguises for
persons in power are encountered by one man on his worldly travels, Lemuel Gulliver.

Lemuel is your average Englishman who comes from an average middle-class family. He
does well at college, goes to medical school, becomes a ship surgeon, and somewhere along the
way manages to teach himself navigation and mathematics. On May 4, 1699, Lemuel sets forth
on a journey that begins very well off, but in a strong storm they are pushed off course, and in a
strong gale they are run into a rock. In the ensuing madness he is separated from the rest of the
crew, and ends up swimming until he is able to touch the sea floor, and then he proceeds to walk
to land, and is so tired he lies down and falls asleep. When he wakes, he is tied up and is being
inspected by the Lilliputian people, who are very small, and he eventually lives among them with
the agreement of several conditions and terms. He becomes a hero by unusual means, and is then
revoked of his status as a hero by unusual means, and is forced to escape to the neighboring
country with which Lilliput is at war and from there he in due time makes his escape back to
- England.

Then, in the second half of his journeys, he heads out to the far side of America and
encounters a land of giants, where he is held for some time by a farmer and his wife. After some
time of being paraded by the farmer, he is taken to the metropolis of this country, Brobdingnag,
and is given to the Queen to live in the palace. He enjoys his time there when he is not being
threatened by the dwarf (who is 30 feet tall, compared to the average height of near 100 feet). He
has some frightening confrontations with him, and the local animals such as monkeys and birds.
The Queen takes a liking to him, and keeps him for some time before he decides it is his time to

leave. His escape happens in a strange manner not of his planning, but he is picked up by a

British ship and goes to Africa. ——
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rocky and deserted island, only to be rescued by the flying island nation of Laputa, a nation
devoted to music and mathematics, but unable to apply them to any use. The Laputans throw
rocks at rebellious surface cities, and take Gulliver to Balnibarbi to wait for a Dutch trader to
take him to Japan and then back to England. While there, he sees the results of pursuing science
blindly, and obvious reference on the Royal Society. The last section of the book is a chronicle
of his return once more to the sea to find his crew who have been captured by pirates and forced
to become pirates, and while in this area he meets the Houyhnhnms who believe they are the
perfection of nature while the human race, or Yahoos are deformed creatures at the base level.
He begins to fit in with the horse’s household; however he is seen as a threat to the culture, is
kicked out, and is unwillingly rescued by a Portuguese ship to return him to England. After this
experience, he is unable to bring himself to terms with living with the Yahoos, and becomes a
recluse who avoids his family and speaks to his horses in their stables.

This piece is a truly remarkable piece for its time, and is very bold, however due to the
time it was written in and the style in which it was prepared, this book could be much more.
Perhaps some of the beauty of this book is in deciphering the codes, however to the casual reader
it becomes difficult to turn each page and know that there is a hidden reference around every

corner.




